Advocacy Framework Resource Handout:

Section 1: Permanency

1.  What is the case plan goal?

Reunification


Adoption


Permanent Guardianship


Placement With a Fit and Willing Relative


Another Planned Permanent Living Arrangement

2. Is it in the best interest of the child?
This question is meant to have you examine whether the goal is truly in the best interest of the child.  For example, a goal of permanent guardianship for a 2 year old may not be in that child’s best interest given their age.  Why isn’t the goal adoption? You should be able to give a reason why the goal has been selected and why a more preferred goal is not appropriate.  

3.   Is it achievable within the time allotted by the case plan?
Is the goal that has been chosen achievable? If no, what is the primary barrier to achieving that goal? Examples of barriers could include:
*Absent parent(s)

*ICPC
*Incarcerated parent
*Lack of Services

*Long Term Treatment (i.e. in-patient drug treatment etc.)

4. Has concurrent planning been implemented?  If yes, are there tasks for both goals in the case plan?

If concurrent planning has been implemented there should be tasks for both goals in the case plan.  For example, if reunification and adoption are the concurrent goals there should be tasks related not only to reunification but to adoption (i.e. caseworker will get certified copy of the birth certificate, will explore all potential adoptive relatives etc.)

5. Do the tasks in the case plan adequately address the reasons that led to the child’s removal?

If the child was removed for domestic violence and substance abuse, are there tasks in the case plan that relate to both and that you are going to feel comfortable with if you have to move ahead to TPR?

6. What is the status of referrals and parental compliance?

Do you have copies of the referrals in your file as well as written verification of the parent’s level of compliance (this should be more than a copy of the CBC’s JR)?
7. Is the child currently involved in other court proceedings?

If yes, what type of proceedings and are we aware of the status of those proceedings?


Section 2: Placement
1. Is the child safe?

Is the child safe in their current placement?  Are there issues that need to be addressed through services or potentially requesting a move to a different placement?
2. Is the placement permanent or potentially permanent? 

Is the current caregiver willing to keep the child long term if that becomes necessary?
3. Does the placement meet the child’s needs?

Are all of the child’s physical, emotional and safety needs being met in this placement? If not, what do we need to do to ensure that changes are made to meet the child’s needs?

4.  Have all potential placements (both in state and out of state) been identified and thoroughly investigated?

Do we have confirmation from the parents and child (when appropriate) that there are no other relative placements that could or should be investigated exist?

Section 3: Child’s Needs
1. Have the child’s needs been assessed? 

Check off all assessments that you have gotten copies of and create plan to get assessments you may be missing.

2. Are the child’s needs being met?

Each of the areas under this question are meant to insure that we have adequately assessed the child’s needs and that those needs are being met through services etc.  If you find that one of these areas needs additional attention or has not been assessed appropriately the specific need should be identified and a plan for getting that need addressed should be included in your prioritization plan.

3. Are the child’s needs reflected in the case plan? 

Remember that the case plan is technically the child’s case plan and that the child’s needs should be reflected in the case plan.  In addition to the identification of the child’s needs tasks for either DCF or the parent to address those needs should be included. 

Section 4:  Legal Needs and Rights of the Child

1. Visitation with parents and siblings:

All subsections under this question are meant to address parent and sibling visits for the appointed child.  Is visitation occurring and is that visitation appropriate? Are the siblings visitation on a regular basis and if not, why and what needs to be done to correct the problem?

2. Child Participation:

This set of questions is meant to ensure that you have had a conversation with the child/youth about their desire to participate in the court hearings and that if they would like to participate that they are.  It also addresses whether or not they are actively participating in any transition planning that is being done in their case.  They should be an active participant in this process. 
3. Benefits:

All potential benefits are listed in this section.  It is important that you are aware of what benefits the child you are appointed to is eligible for and the status of them receiving those benefits. 

4. Immigration:

What is the child’s immigration status? Are there any outstanding issues related to the immigration status and what steps are being taken to address those issues?

5. ICWA:

Is the child of Native American Descent? If yes, have all appropriate procedures been taken to notify the tribe etc.?
6. Schools:

Is the child in the same school they were in at the time of removal? If not, why not and is that the most appropriate decision?
7. Are there any other issues affecting the legal needs and rights of the child(ren)?

If the answer to this question is yes, what are the additional legal needs/rights and how are they being addressed?

