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   [This is when we can make the difference -This is when they need US the most.]                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THE ADVOCATE  

GUARDIAN AD LITEM, FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

PALM BEACH COUNTY 

 

                                     

                   

          NOTES & QUOTES FROM THE CD: [ Circuit Director : Cicely Roberts]__________                                                
AHHéSummer is ending, schoolôs beginning and snowbirds are returning. I am looking forward to serving  
Palm Beach Countyôs abused, abandoned, and neglected children in a much better and larger  
capacity.  We need more volunteers!  Iôm asking that we institute a new policy of ñEACH ONE, REACH ONEò. 
Talk to your neighbors, friends, coworkers and others about becoming a GAL Volunteer.  As well, if you have  
considered the possibility of quitting or leaving the GAL Program ï please DONôT!  If you need a break from  
direct casework; consider working for the program in another capacity such as office work in one of our 3  
locations: West Palm, Delray, or Belle Glade. You could also take on a courtesy case from another county that requires less work but 
still makes sure that a child is safe from harm. IF you just need time off, let me know and we can arrange things. We need to retain 
every GAL that we have.  Going forward from here, we request your help in recruitment and retention. The program needs more 
volunteers and help with retention of the GALs we have. Remember the motto: ñWithout YOU, there would be no USò. Consider joining 
our VAC (Volunteer Advisory Committee) or the VRC (Volunteer Recruitment Committee). Our goal for this current year is 450 
certified and active GAL volunteers. Please help us by staying with our program and helping to recruit new volunteers. If you are 
interested in any of the aforementioned positions, please contact Peter Braun at 561-355-6224 or peter.braun@gal.fl.gov.    

                                                       THANK YOU FOR ALL THAT YOU DO!       Cicely Roberts    
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This is where we can make the difference ð This is when they need US the most . 
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September is òEACH ONE, REACH ONEó MONTH! 

   If each GAL could reach out and bring in ONE new GAL, we could expand 

our ability  to provide Guardian s ad Litem  for all the children in the Fifteenth 

Circuit who  need one!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM OUR GAL UNA JAMES: 
 
It all began one summer afternoon about three years ago while I was at home enjoying my retirement.  I was 
never hooked on daytime TV (except for my 4pm soap opera!). But I do at times turn on the television for my 
òinvisible company.ó  One of the òcourtó shows had just gone to commercialé.a commercial that changed my 
perspective on retirement.  The commercial focused on a severe need in this country for Guardians ad Litem. 
The Judge in the commercial was making a public plea and it caught my attention with the soberness of the 
message. Well, at the end of her blurb, I caught my breath and dialed the 800 numbers that were on the screen. It 
was a California number, but sometime later, after many tries, I was directed to Florida and subsequently to  the 
Fifteenth Judicial Circuit of Palm Beach County. After completing an application, a telephone interview, and a 
personal interview, I was introduced to a supervisor with lots of knowledge and patience who led me through 
the process of how to become an effective Guardian ad Litem Volunteer.   
I thought I was prepared for anything. After all, I had been employed for 29 years in the urban communities of a 
big city, working for and with children of all ages.  However, my first Guardian assignment, a 6 month  old baby 
whose mother never looked back on the crack addicted child she had delivered, showed me I had to be his voice. 
I have learned that a Guardian is a team member who advocates for the family while protecting the children.  
The family -centered approach is a great technique that allows you to support and protect the entire family.  
 I have tried to think of other volunteer positions that provide an equal amount of gratification and could not 
come up with one. Not one!  So, if you are not a Guardian already, please consider becoming one. The children 
who will depend on you will someday appreciate your protection and caring about their future. They will never 
forget you.  Itõs gratifying to know that I am a òspecialó part of a solution.        
   
Please follow Unaôs message and recruit ONE new GAL for the next training in OCTOBER. The training is 
scheduled for Oct. 21-22 and 28-29.  All those interested can go to our website www.galpbc.org  
for additional information. They can then call Peter Braun at 561-355-6224 to set up an interview and 

register for the training. 

Resources for GALs: With the fall season upon us, we will begin to be involved with holidays and the special 
needs of our kids. Here are a few resources that are available to you for things for your children. 

ñFriends of Abused Children, Incò -- www.friendpbc.org --for children with relative/non-licensed caregivers 
only).  Funds for tutoring and special requests for items not otherwise available.  
ñWelcome to Juliaôs Kidsò  - www.juliaskids.org -- very good for basic needs.                          
ñThe Giving Treeò (Temple Beth El of Boca) -- thegivingtree@theboca.org. ï  
 gifts available, especially around holiday time. 
ñKids Klosetò (Trinity United Methodist Church) -- order form available thru GALP 
Volunteer Supervisor Brad Austwick for clothes of all sizes. 
 ñFAPAò ï Foster Adoptive Parent Assn. ï- clacosta@fapapbc.org or 561-352-2542 ï clothes, toys, etc. 
ñSUFKSò ï Speak up! For Kids ï for very special needs ï see GALP Circuit Director Cicely Roberts. 

 

SAVE THE DATE!!! 
 

FRIDAY DECEMBER 9
TH

 ð 11:30 -2:00  
STAFF & GAL HOLIDAY PARTY 
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                                          Now that our two new case 
coordinators Denise Davis and Christina [Tina] Smart have 
settled in, let me tell you a little about them. 
 

Denise is a native Floridian, born in Miami, graduating from  
Hialeah/Miami Lakes Senior H.S.  She served in the U.S. Armed 
Forces-Navy and has lived in many locations both in the U.S. 
and overseas. She is a proud mother of four and grandmother 
of a lovely young girl.  Denise has experience working in the 
areas of law, human resources, and the county health 
department. She has a Bachelorôs of Science degree in Criminal 
Justice with a Sociology minor. Her passion for advocating for 
our abused, neglected, and abandoned children is evident in her 
habits of organization, diligence, and dedication. 

Welcome, Denise! 
 

Christina, better known around here as Tina, comes to us from 
Cumberland County School System in Fayetteville, North 
Carolina. She was a licensed school social worker in N.C., 
where she spearheaded many school-wide programs to provide 
services to students and families. Tinaôs training in specialized 
areas such as Nonviolent Crisis Intervention, Response to 
Intervention, and  Adaptive Behavior Assessment, provide 
excellent background knowledge for her role as a Case 
Coordinator/Volunteer Supervisor.  Tinaôs family includes her 
college-age son and a retired military husband.  

Welcome, Tina! 
 

Thank you to all our Case Coordinators/Volunteer Supervisors 
for all you do.     
                                                            LIZ LIEBER 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In  this edition [ see below] is information about the 

Episcopal Church of Bethesda -By-The-Sea. Their 

support of the GAL Program and Speak Up! For Kids 

has come in the form of two very generous grants. 

One was provided to support the training  of  

volunteers and staff to fill the role of an Education 

Surrogate Parent. Along with a grant from the 

Community Foundation of Palm Beach and Martin 

Counties, over 200 GALs and staff are receiving this 

vital training. The second grant will provide the 

salary for a part -time Independent Living Supervisor 

for one year. The person selected for this position is 

expected to be on board in August 2011.  These are 

just two examples of how Speak Up! For Kids is 

providing support to you and the GAL Program Staff. 

If you are looking for other ways to share your time, 

please join us as we solicit support from our 

community members and partners to ensure that 

every abused and neglected child in Palm Beach 

County has a GAL to òSpeak Up!ó for their best 

interests.  

         With Warm Regards, Ken Thomas - Member, 

Board of Directors,  Speak Up! For Kids of PBC 

PO Box 1896, WPB, FL 33401  

              www.speakupforkids.org  

                [cell] 561 -901-4540   

 

SPEAK UP ! 

        FOR KIDS 

Fellow Volunteers,                               

unteers , 

 

GRANT FOR SUFKs:  Speak Up ! For Kids was awarded a grant from the Episcopal Churc h 

Bethesda -By-The-Sea Mission and Outreach Committee . The focus of the Committee is to 

research local non -profit agencies and determine how best to help mitigate the problems in 

our community through grants of church funds. Bethesda -by -the -Seaõs Mission and Outreach 

Committ ee have granted more than six million dollars to area non -profit agencies in the last 39 

years. These funds are available due to the success of the Church Mouse, the churchõs resale 

shop.  

The Church Mouse  is located at 378 South County Rd in Palm Beach.  

   The shop is open during the season from October through June, Mon.  

through Sat, 10:00am -4:00pm.  During the summer they receive  

donations, M -F, 10-4. They accept gently used items such as household  

goods, linens, glassware, silver, furniture, art work , jewelry, books, small  

electronics & clothing for all. To schedule large item pickup, call Coy Riestra at 659 -2154.  

  All donations are tax deductible.  

 

LATEST FROM  

  ASSISTANT 

DIRECTOR 
LIZ LIEBER 
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Diana Balkany  -  She has taken on a number of cases and is a very valuable asset. Presently she has a  

 child placed in South Miami and travels down there to visit quite often.   

Lorrie Byers  �² She hit the ground running her  very first day.  Presently she has a young girl in jail and 

visits her regularly. She is advocating that  the gi rl receive all the services she needs while in jail .   

Lisa Falkowitz  �² She took on the  case of an out - of - county teenager and was able to help her through 

some very complex issues.  

Debra Farnung  �² She is one of the hardest working GALs I have ever worked with and  does all she can 

for every child that comes under her protection.  

 Mari Frankel  �² She spends countless hours on the road, on the phone, in court, or just being there for 

two very vulnerable children. Both are placed out - of - county, but she visits faithfully every month. 

She travels frequently but is never more than a phone call away.  

Connie Kochinski  �² She has helped to sta bilize a new young client of 13.  She  helped him with a very 

difficult transition to the H aven. 

Bobbi Kolp  �² She advocated for and worked  very hard to set up Relative Care giver funds for a needy 

grandmother who �Z�D�V�Q�·�W���U�H�F�H�L�Y�L�Q�J���D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J���D�W���D�O�O�� 

Janice Lawrence  -  She took  on the  case of  a brand new baby still in the hospital.  She takes time to 

visit often and sits, holds, and rocks him.  Her arms (& voice!) are making a difference to this baby.  

Kirsten Mckeen  �² She demonstrates exceptional accountability and commitment to the program.  She 

stays in contact with all parties, visits her children regularly, and provides reports on time.  She 

shows the consistent caring and concern that are the essence of a truly grea t GAL.   

Jim Musson  �² He can always be counted on to attend every court date, dependency and delinquency 

hearing.  He also  appeared  at Place of Hope to help celebrate  his  �F�K�L�O�G�·�V���E�L�U�W�K�G�D�\�������� 

Bob Newman  �² He picked up 2 mattresses from the Forest Hill FAPA  office and delivered them to the 

great - grandparents in Boca so their 2 great - grandchildren would have their own beds to sleep in.  

David Shine  �² He has taken on a number of cases.  Currently he is on a case where the children are 

members of an Indian tribe , which must approve and oversee all visits.  

Karla Wilkins  �² She fully investiga ted 6 family members wanting custody of her  young client [who  

had witnessed the murder of her mother].  Karla  even went to  Tallahassee to assess a possible 

placement so she could  make an informed decision regarding  the best interest of her client.  
 

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU TO ALL OUR GALS 

FOR ALL THE WORK YOU DO FOR OUR KIDS! 
 

 

The Supervisors will highlight different GALs in each issue and the specia l things they do.  
  

  

SUPERVISORS TELL ALL! 

 

Case Coordinators for the 15 th Circuit would like to say Thank You  
to a group of very hard working GALs . 
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